Environment Department
Monthly Report for July Council Meeting


Waste Collection Service 
Reminders are being prepared for All Star & Choice waste collection service customers for the period commencing 1st September. 
A newspaper information campaign is currently being conducted to inform householders of the requirement to improve the quality of dry recyclables being presented for collection. The campaign information will also be distributed to other local authorities in the region for dissemination.

Enforcement: 
· Routine Inspections under RMCEI Plan (Environment Inspection Plan) continued in June 2010.  
· All environmental complaints received to date have been or are currently under investigation. 502 Complaints in the area of Litter, Waste, Noise, Air & Odour have been investigated by Environmental Staff to date (30th June 2010). 
· 7 No. Section 55 Notices issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act. 
· 1 Section 18 Notice issued to date in 2010
· 1 Certificate of Registration granted to Peter O Loughlin (at Monamitra) for recovery of inert soil & stone in June 2010. 
· 1 Certificate of Registration received from WIT (at Carrrignore, Woodstown) for recovery of inert soil & stones June 2010. Due for Decision in July. 
· Litter Enforcement Patrols to commence on June Bank holiday weekend in Tramore, Dunmore East, Clonea &Ardmore Beaches. Patrols will take place, where feasible, in times of good weather and on festival weekends. Patrols will also be built into the day to day working week from Monday to Friday.

Packaging Regulations 
Waterford Co Co ‘s Environment Section is participating in a National Pilot Project under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007 which came into effect on 31st March 2008. The Regulations impose obligations on all producers, including manufacturers, importers, distributors, wholesaler and retailers of packaging waste.  All participating premises were written to and inspections were completed by Enforcement Staff in accordance with the Pilot Scheme. A Final Report was issued to the DoEHLG in April 2010. We are currently awaiting feedback on the Pilot Scheme from the Department. 

Solvent Regulations
2 reviewed Solvent Certificates issued to Dry Cleaners to date in 2010

Tyre Regulations
Tyre inspections continued in June 2010 in accordance with the 2010 RMCEI Plan to ensure all retailers/ suppliers and tyre collectors have the correct authorisation and are registered under the Tyre Regulations. 

Food Waste Regulations
Over 300 premises written to in June 2010 outlining their obligations under new Food Waste Regulations. Information leaflet and FAQ also placed on Council website and published in the Environment Notes of Local Press.

12 Exemption letters issued to date under Food Waste Regulations.

Historic Landfills
Approval granted from DoEHLG in October 2009 to undertake Tier Two Site Investigation on Historic Landfill in Portlaw as part of National Pilot Project. 

Exploratory Investigation was completed in-house by Environment Staff and submitted to the DoEHLG in March 2010. Second part of the On Site Investigation (Tier Two) nearly completed. Meeting held with consultants in on May 5th with a view to finalising Tier Two Assessment.  Workshop attended with DOEHLG & EPA on 11th May 2010 in relation to finalising of report and drawing up of subsequent Remediation Plans. Tier Two Report envisaged for submission to DOEHLG by end of Mid July 2010.  

National Waste Database Statistics
Returns have been submitted by Environment Staff for the EPA National Waste Database in June 2010.

Environment Education & Awareness
Green Schools:

The following schools in Waterford were awarded Green Flags this year:

Aglish National School awarded 5th Green flag and also the Homes Flag
Ballyduff National School awarded 2nd Green Flag
Ballymacarbry National School awarded 1st Green Flag
Dungarvan -St Johns Special School awarded 1st Green Flag
                   - Scoil Mhuire awarded 2nd Green Flag
Abbeyside  -   St Augustine’s College awarded 1st Green Flag
Cappoquin National School awarded their 1st Green Flag
Fenor National School awarded 5th Green Flag
Kilmacthomas National School awarded 2nd Green Flag
                        St Anne’s School awarded 4th Green Flag
Knockanore National School awarded their 2nd Green Flag
Knockmahon National School awarded 5th Green Flag
Lismore National School awarded 4th Green Flag
Portlaw National School awarded their 6 Green Flag 
Tramore- Stella Maris awarded 4th Green Flag
              - Glean Na Mara awarded 4th Green Flag
Tallow National School awarded 1st Green Flag 
White Church National School 4th Green Flag

EMAS- The Eco-Management and Audit Scheme
July 2009 was an extremely important milestone for Waterford County Council. The Environment Department obtained EMAS certification and in the process, became one of only two Local Authorities in Ireland to achieve this European Quality Standard. 
EMAS – The Eco-Management and Audit Scheme is a voluntary scheme designed for companies and other organisations that are willing to commit themselves to evaluate, manage and improve their environmental performance.
It is a European standard and a quality environmental tool, similar to ISO14001, which ensures that all activities carried out by an organisation are conducted to the highest possible standards and gives additional transparency in terms of public reporting of performance. 
Over the coming years, Waterford County Council intends to achieve EMAS accreditation, section by section, resulting in the entire organisation operating to a European quality standard.
The Council acknowledges the significant contribution of the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government and FÁS who have enabled the council to achieve certification.
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The photo above shows Nuala Bannon Department of the Environment and Board member of INAB (Irish National Accreditation Board) presenting EMAS certificate to Deputy Brendan Kenneally and Cllr Nora Flynn Mayor of County Waterford 

Page 2 of 3
image1.jpeg




