Emergency Services Report 

Council Meeting 12th July 2010
Fire & Rescue Service
Operational Activity for 2010:

The entire country experienced an un-precedent surge (weather-related) in gorse and similar wild-land fires in late March, April and May 2010. County Waterford’s pattern was similar. Late May and June has seen a return to normal patterns. The rainfall in the latter week of June has alleviated fears that forest fires would precipitate very high operational costs during the Summer. If normal weather patterns occur in Q3 and Q4, an overall reduction of about 10% may now be expected for 2010.
	
	

	Fires
	229

	Special Service incidents
	88

	False alarms
	49

	Total incidents
	366

	Total callouts
	452

	Projected incidents to end 2010
	732

	Projected callouts to end 2010
	904 (1056 in 2009)


Eleven (11) recruits completed induction training on 4th June 2010. Of these 5 have filled retirement & promotion vacancies, 4 have replaced long-term illness absentees and 2 will go on the run later in 2010.

Eight (8) experienced retained staff recently completed Emergency (Medical) First Responder Training in May 2010.

Standard Operational Guidance

The National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management (NDFEM) has recently launched a programme to develope and issue a series of Standard Operational Guidelines (SOGs) based largely on existing practice not heretofore set down as formal national operational standards for Fire Services in Ireland. The NDFEM intend to issue 5 SOGs per quarter until the full series of 47 guidelines is completed. For Waterford County Fire Service, the adaptation, adoption and implementation of the emerging SOGs will be an ongoing project over the coming two years at least. A Fire Service SOG project team is at work on the task and quarterly updates will be provided in the CFOs progress reports to Council. 
Building Control 2010
Fire Safety Certificate (FSC) applications are down further in 2010 in terms of numbers and value. The drop in FSC is partly compensated by income from Disability Access Certificate (DAC) applications under new 2009 legislation, SI 351 of 2009. This source is likely to diminish over time.
	
	 To 31/05/2010
	To 31/05/2009

	
	No.
	Value
	No.
	Value

	Fire Safety Certificates
	12
	1,699
	23
	38,265

	7 day Notices
	4
	3,474
	
	

	Regularization Certs
	2
	1,294
	
	

	Commencement Notices
	120
	4,890
	144
	5,670

	Disability Access Certs
	16
	12,800
	
	

	
	
	€24,157
	
	€43,938

	Projection 2010
	€57,976


Major Emergency Management:

A consolidated day of refresher training was held on 10th June to refresh Information Management Officers (in the principal and supporting roles) and Media Liaison Officers. This was primarily internal training.
In late October 2010 Waterford City and County will host a regional inter-agency exercise. The format is now expected to be multi stranded and intended to prepare for ‘large crowd event’ disaster  scenarios
Development of sub-plans to the MEP and participation in all South East Regional meetings and activities is ongoing

Civil Defence:
A team of 12 volunteers took part in The 2010 Regional Drill Competitions held in Kilkenny on 29 May 2010. The team were placed 2nd in the Auxiliary Fire Service drill and 2nd overall in the competition. 
Cardiac First Responder volunteers from Kilmacthomas, Auxiliary Fire Service from Dungarvan and experienced existing volunteers combined to make a strong team who displayed good skill levels, enthusiasm and commitment.
Two enthusiastic instructors in Tramore in are undergoing training to launch a new class meeting in the Riverstown Community Centre after the Summer. The unit in Grange/Ardmore is also active and a core team of about 8 established CD instructors are supporting CD development well at present. 
Civil Defence Officer Raymond Cowman has been selected as part of an Irish team who will participate in a major EU international exercise in the UK in September, Exercise Orion, which simulates internationally co-ordinated assistance to the UK in response to an earthquake event. He will attend preparations for the exercise in the UK for the first week of July.
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