Environment Department–

Monthly Report for March Council Meeting

Remediation of Former Landfill Sites: 

	Dungarvan Landfill

	Licence Review
Waterford County Council are awaiting a decision from the EPA. 

	ICW’s
Constructed wetland planting has been completed and plants have established well. The ponds are now ready to accept effluent subject to completion of necessary infrastructure.    



	Gas & Leachate
A Managers Order is in place for the computerised SCADA system to operate and monitor leachate treatment. The award of contract had however been on hold pending departmental approval for expenditure in 2010. 



	Landscaping
Seeding is now rescheduled for the Spring



	

	Tramore Landfill

	Remediation
Remediation is now complete. 



	Flare   

Flaring of landfill gases is ongoing.



	Leachate Treatment

No decision has yet been taken regarding final disposal of leachate. Leachate is currently being tankered to the Dungarvan wastewater treatment plant pending a decision on final means of disposal.



	


Waste Collection Service 

A very positive response has been received from customers in respect of the 2010 All Star & Choice service. All “All Star” packs have been distributed.

Enforcement: 

· RMCEI Plan signed off and issued to EPA on 5th February 2010 for their assessment and approval.

· Routine Inspections under RMCEI Plan continued in February 2010.  In addition all environmental complaints received to date have been or are currently under investigation. 

· 2 No. Section 55 Notices issued in February 2010 under the Waste Management Act. 

· 8 litter fines have been issued for period Jan. 1st – to 28th of February 2010

· 8 litter fines have been paid in the period January to end of February 2010, (5 of these relate to fines issued in 2009). 11 fines are currently being paid in instalments. 

· 1 no. legal proceedings have been initiated under Section 3(1) of the Litter Pollution Act. Due for hearing shortly. 

· 1 successful conviction under Section 3 (1) of the Litter Pollution Act in Carrick On Suir District Court

· 1 court case dismissed under the Waste Management Act in Dungarvan District Court.

Waste Packaging Regulations

Inspections are currently being carried out(as part of RMCEI Plan)  under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007 which came into effect on 31st March 2008 and which impose obligations on all producers, including manufacturers, importers, distributors, wholesaler and retailers of packaging waste.  Waterford County Council are participating in a National Pilot Project in this regard. All premises have been written to and inspections are completed. Interim report was prepared and submitted to DOEHLG in December 2009.  Awaiting template from DOELGH to proceed with next steps and issue of Final Report. 
Waste Permits

1 waste permit lodged and under assessment in February 2010. 

Historic Landfills

Approval was granted by the DoEHLG in October 2009 to undertake Tier Two Site Investigation on Historic Landfill in Portlaw as part of National Pilot Project. 

Exploratory investigation work was carried out by WCC Environment staff and completed in November. The findings were submitted to the DoEHLG and presentation made to DOEHLG , EPA & Pilot Group in Tullamore regarding progress to date. Contractors were appointed in December 2009 for second part of the investigation. This  investigation work  is currently being undertaken.
Environment Education & Awareness

Green Schools:

An Taisce awards ceremony (first round) held in Cork on February 25th . Six flags in the county were either renewed or obtained for the first time. St. Augustines College Dungarvan became the third secondary school in the county to get Green Flag  status. 

National Tree Week 2010

Over the past number of weeks advertisements were placed in local media for expressions of interest in National Tree Week. Trees were received from the Tree Council of Ireland on March 1st and are in the process of being distributed to groups that have applied. Official launch will take place in the coming 2 weeks. 

National Spring Clean

National Spring Clean 2010 is in the planning stage at the moment with a request for materials having been sent to An Taisce. Waterford Co. Co. will be well placed this year to meet requirements from groups for gloves and bags etc. when the need arises as materials were purchased from 2009 Anti Litter Grant received in Oct. 2009.

Anti-Litter/Anti Graffiti Grant 2009

Planning for the programs that will be running before the end of the current academic year is ongoing. Two educational program service providers have already been identified with programs to be delivered during March and April.
Waterford Energy Bureau
Installation of a new fuel management system & biodiesel tank conversion is now complete. A number of local Authority vehicles will be piloted to operate on biodiesel in March with increased biodiesel usage after completion the pilot programme.

WEB in partnership with WIT have published a guidance document on Anaerobic Digestion which will assist farmers in their assessment of feasibility of possible AD projects. 
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