
Waterford County Council

ROADS PROGRESS REPORT FOR NOVEMBER MEETING
Works Programme
The Surface Dressing Programme has been completed. Some small strengthening schemes were carried out from time to time during the surface dressing period, as dictated by weather conditions. The second phase of the strengthening works is nearing completion. 
The macadam strengthening of non-national roads is underway and works as previously outlined in the 2011 Programme will be completed by the end of November. 

A Velocity Patching unit is currently on hire pending the delivery of the council’s own unit. It will be deployed across the county.

Contracts have begun for the large scale patching of the N25 and N72. The sections involved are numerous but small and little disruption to traffic should be expected,

Three further sections of new road pavement will be layed at Kildermody, Newtown and on a short section of the Cappoquin to Lismore road. The works at Kildermody are nearing completion. Delays can be expected at these works.
A further contract is underway for the replacement of 4km of porous asphalt surface on the N25 through Grange which has passed its lifespan and was showing signs of increased deterioration in structure. The extent of the works here is long but delays to traffic should be relatively small. 

All of these contracts are due to be completed by the end of November.
Winter Maintenance

The 2010/2011 winter maintenance season has commenced. The IceNet system is operational and some preventative salting has already taken place.

Since last winter, the salt storage capacity has been doubled and a new, larger capacity salt spreader is on order. New de-mountable snow blades have been purchased which can be fitted to the salt spreaders to replace the old existing equipment.

All salt stocks and delivery is now under the control of the National Roads Authority. This move, combined with our additional storage and modernised spreading capacity should give the council sufficient capacity to deal with a severe winter.
Under the new national guidelines, a Winter Service Plan is to be prepared and will be circulated to the next meeting. Also, in line with the new guidelines, several small arrangements with neighbouring authorities in relation to salt spreading are to be formalised by way of adoption under Section 85 of the Local Government Act. These agreements are before the members today. 
Road Restrictions
The following roads are closed or restricted caused by the collapse or risk of collapse of adjacent land

	Location
	Status
	Cause

	Dunmore East - Strand Road
	Restricted
	Open to one-way Traffic.

	Dunmore East - Entrance to Councillors Strand Car Park
	Restricted
	Risk of collapse of adjacent cliff

	Ardmore – Cliff Road
	Restricted
	Risk of collapse of adjacent cliff

	Dunhill
	Closed
	Collapse

	Glendine Road
	Restricted
	Risk of collapse of adjacent cliff


Engineering Reports have been prepared. Funding has been sought for the repairs at each location and the full restoration to use of the roads. Appropriate interim traffic management measures will remain in place until repair works begin. The Engineering Reports indicate that the repair work at Ardmore will cost in the region of €150,000 and measures to permit the repair work to be carried out this year are being considered. The repair work for the cliffs at the Strand in Dunmore East are projected to cost in excess of €500,000 and it will not be possible to carry out this scale of work in 2010. Other design options are now under consideration. The repairs on the remaining schemes will depend on funding available in 2011.
Repair work on the Glendine Road will be undertaken in the coming weeks.
