
Waterford County Council

ROADS PROGRESS REPORT FOR DECEMBER MEETING
Winter Maintenance
A Winter Service Plan is before this council for consideration. The Winter Service Plan was prepared in line with recommendations from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, and the National Roads Authority. This Service plan outlines the council’s resources and proposed response to normal and severe winter conditions.

A severe cold spell began around the 26th November with road temperatures below zero for all but a few hours each day and significant snow falls particularly in the East of the county. While the conditions caused considerable driving difficulties, the sub surface temperatures still remain above zero and therefore it is not expected that any significant damage to the structure of the road network will occur although some damage to road surfaces is inevitable.
Salt stocks are managed nationally this winter season by the National Roads Authority. Since last winter the storage capacity in the county was doubled and this stock pile of over 800 tonnes has been used over this period and supplemented by over 900 additional tonnes from the nation stock. National Stock levels are low and salt usage is being regulated as a result. Nevertheless the main priority routes in the county have been and will be kept open to traffic at all times during this period. However, the capability of the council to respond to more rural roads was affected by the control of salt levels.

Due to the sustained nature of the cold spell, the Severe Winter Response Committee met four times to coordinate the response across all of the essential services. The coordination worked successfully and proved the worth of the operation of this committee. A control room was opened in the Dungarvan Fire Station to coordinate the local authority activity. Grit was distributed to thirty-nine public spaces around the county for use by the general public. Salt and grit was distributed to the Area Offices. The council’s website was updated several times a day to provide a vital source of information to the public and media services.
2010 Works Programme
The Surface Dressing Programme and strengthening programme on the non-national roads has been completed successfully. 

The macadam strengthening of national roads is continuing but has been severely hampered by the recent cold weather. The full national programme will however be completed. 

A Velocity Patching unit is currently on hire pending the delivery of the council’s own unit. It is being deployed across the county, but the recent cold weather has hampered this work.
2011 Works Programme
Proposals have been submitted to the National Roads Authority for schemes for 2011 and an allocation for 2011 is expected. The other elements of the 2011 programme will be completed in the next ten weeks and will be brought to the members for adoption in 2011. Members are asked to liaise closely with the Area Engineers and bring local needs to their attention to ensure that these needs can be properly assessed for possible incorporation into the 2011 Programme.
Road Restrictions
The following roads are closed or restricted caused by the collapse or risk of collapse of adjacent land

	Location
	Status
	Cause

	Dunmore East - Strand Road
	Restricted
	Open to one-way Traffic.

	Dunmore East - Entrance to Councillors Strand Car Park
	Restricted
	Risk of collapse of adjacent cliff

	Ardmore – Cliff Road
	Restricted
	Risk of collapse of adjacent cliff

	Dunhill
	Closed
	Collapse

	Glendine Road
	Restricted
	Risk of collapse of adjacent cliff


Engineering Reports have been prepared. Funding has been sought for the repairs at each location and the full restoration to use of the roads. Appropriate interim traffic management measures will remain in place until repair works begin. 
Repair work on the Glendine Road has been undertaken and further work on the unstable cliff edge will be carried out in the coming weeks.
