Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
March 2010
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 

 Economic 

· Construction of Dungarvan Enterprise Centre to be completed in 2010.  

· Udarás put plans for Enterprise Centre in An Rinn on hold due to the hold on their funding. 

· Promotional material has been prepared for former Glanbia site in Kilmeaden.  Target list devised.    

· Waterford County Council, IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and Waterford Institute of Technology advancing terms of reference for masterplan for the Waterford Knowledge Campus.  Memorandum of Understanding agreed.  Brief for Masterplan drafted, to be refined by WIT Architectural School.  

· Economic Plan being implemented by the County Council and the Economic Sub-Committee 

· Start Your Own Business seminar and book published and circulated. 

· Programmes advancing with the Chamber of Commerce in Dungarvan and Tramore. 

· Business Support Unit working – linking businesses with functions of County Council.  

· Register of Property being completed. 

· Mercyhurst College Semester Welcome in March 2010. 

· Two international conferences agreed for Tramore and Dungarvan. 

Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· Date for Sean Kelly Tour 2010 event is Sunday 29th August. Online entry is now open at www.theseankellytour.com 

· New route for 2010 to include Dungarvan-Bunmahon-Kill-Dunhill-Tramore-Fenor-Annestown-Stradbally-Dungarvan.

· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes-Currently working on content and design of information boards.

· Examining development of Mountain Bike trails in conjunction with local interest groups and Coillte. 

· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. 2 public meetings took place in Rathgormack and Ballymacarbry in February with a view to establishing a Comeraghs Forum.
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website
· Continuing to work with local groups to develop recreational walking routes. 
· Individual websites for Sean Kelly Tour and Festival of Food in place. Walking in Waterford being developed. 
· Entry for John Treacy Classic, Villierstown is now open at www.thejohntreacyclassic.com Date for 2010 event is Sunday 16th May.

Food Tourism

· Planning is underway for the 2010 Festival of Food which will take place 16th to 18th April 2010.
· Launch took place in Lismore Castle on 4th March.
· Strong continued support from all local sponsors for 2010 event.

B.
Social and Community Development

Social Inclusion 

· 2010 Social Inclusion Grant scheme: Scheme to be advertised in late March.

Playgrounds

· Continuing to support and work with playground committees around the county.

Pride of Place

· One entry to represent Co. Waterford in 2010. Nomination to be made before April. Judging will take place in June/July and awards will take place in Trim, Co. Meath in November.

Comhairle na nOg

· Comhairle made up of 20 young people meeting monthly to discuss issues affecting young people in Co. Waterford.

· 2 issues have been selected for 2010-Submission to be made to Smarter Travel Working Group and to Promote the Work of Comhairle na nÓg.

· 6 delegates represented Co. Waterford at Dáil na nÓg in Croke Park on Friday March 5th.
Rural Transport Programme 2010
In the 12 months to the end of November 2009:

· Operated 3876 services, carrying 43,376 passengers, down on 2008 following a reduction in services arising from reduced funding 

· Budgets for 2010 from Dept. Transport and Dept. Family and Social Affairs confirmed at same level as in 2009 

· Deise Link will be reviewing services in light of the Department of Transport’s new strategy on Smarter Travel, focusing on the integration of public transport services 

C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
Libraries
· “The Book of Lismore –an introduction” by retired County Librarian Donald Brady and published by Waterford County Council was officially launched by the Mayor of County Waterford  Councillor Nora Flynn in Lismore Castle on the 25th February. The launch was attended by over 80 people and was hosted by Lord and Lady Burlington and the Library Service.

· The Library Service has launched a Bibliotherapy Programme in conjunction with the Irish College of General Practitioners and the Library Council of Ireland. Bibliotherapy involves the therapeutic use of reading particularly in the mental health area with patients being “prescribed” books from a list of 30 recommended by HSE psychologists covering a range of topics. 

· The Library Service in conjunction with an Oifigeach Forbartha Gaeilge of Waterford County Council is hosting a number of events for Seachtain na Gaeilge including school visits, Bingo as Gaeilge and a Traditional Irish Music event in Tramore Library .

· Waterford County Council Library Service in conjunction with County Waterford VEC and  four primary schools are partners in a bilateral programme for the promotion of childhood literacy with Peterborough Council Library Service in the UK.  As part of the project Dungarvan Library hosted a number of workshops with teachers, pupils and librarians from Peterborough  Council and corresponding workshops will take place in Peterborough in April. Funding has been provided through this EU project for two librarians from the Library Service to take part in the Peterborough Workshops. The promotion of early childhood literacy is a key objective of the library service for 2010. 
County Archive Service
· The County Archive has worked with Dunhill Multi-Educational Centre to provide a 4 week “Tracing Your Family Tree” course in Dunhill. The course is due to conclude on Monday 8th March and has been very successful. Given the demand for this course it is intended to run further courses in the future.

· Additional storage space for non-current records has been provided in the Courthouse and the Planning, Motor Tax, Finance, Environment and HR sections are currently preparing files for transfer to this storage.
Oifigeach Gaeilge

· Seachtain na Gaeilge 2010: West Waterford leg of national circuit of Ireland relay run Rith 2010 departing from Civic Offices, Dungarvan on 13/03/10 @ 9:30 am and passing through An Rinn, An Sean Phobal & Ardmore before heading on to Youghal.
· Bingó as Gaeilge: in Tramore Library from 5-17/03/10 and in Dungarvan Library on 10th & 11th March. Other Irish music event for Tramore Library to be confirmed.
· E-mail Quiz: for WCC staff week of 8-12/03/10
· Tionól an Fhómhair 2010: Request for submissions of interest from community groups to host this year’s Tionól – distributed through Community Forum network – 4 communities have expressed an interest.
County Arts Office
· In association with Artlinks the Arts Office is developing a poetry course for the Spring to support Co. Waterford Writers. Also supporting a place for a Co. Waterford drama practitioner to attend Advanced Theatre Workshops at the new GB Shaw Theatre, Carlow during March.  

· National Molly Keane Memorial Creative Writing Award 2010 launched, short story entries currently being accepted, winner will be announced at the IMMRAMA Festival, Lismore in June. 

· Regional Arts Bursary 2010 announced to support an artist in any discipline from Co. Waterford for a residency at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre, the artists workplace in Annaghmakerrig. 

· New exhibitions installed at Old Market House Arts Centre, Dungarvan, gearing up for Waterford Festival of Food and the Mercyhurst College semester. 

· Working with the Co. Library service and the Community Forum on the usage of the Coastguard Station, Tramore. 

· Arts in Education – Liasing with the Festival of Architecture, Waterford (formerly the John Roberts Festival) with architecture as an artform to provide for a schools based residency in Tramore. 

· Supporting a Concert series of high quality musicians and singer songwriters to perform in the Town Hall, Dungarvan.  

· Ag cothú Tionól Cheoil na Rinne, sa Rinn. 
· Awaiting funding allocation from Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon for 2010.

Heritage

· Notification of likely  funding from Heritage Council  allocated to 2009 Heritage Plan projects received in November and written confirmation expected in early March. Five projects were approved as follows with a total funding allocation of €55,930.

Habitat Map of County Waterford-€15,430, Review of Tree Preservation Orders-€13,500, Management of four sites for Biodiversity-€15,000, Celebrate Heritage of Waterford for Heritage Week- €4,500, Publication of Care, Conservation and Recording of Graveyards Guidance-€7,500. Project briefs were prepared and three quotations invited for the Co. Habitat Map, TPO review and Biodiversity Enhancement Projects. These have been received on February 27th and  consultants appointed for all three projects by mid March. 

Biodiversity

· Funding allocation notified from  Heritage Council for 1 project as follows;

Training on Invasive species for outdoor staff- This follows on from last year’s training programme and aims to train other staff who were unable to attend previous training on control and identification of Invasive Species. Training will be run in August of this year. 
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