Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
November 2010
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 
Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· The Sean Kelly Tour of Waterford attracted 4400 cyclists from all over Ireland and abroad and generated an estimated €3.5m for the local economy.

· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes-Design of information boards almost complete. Info boards to be erected by the end of the year.

· Feasibility study re provision of Mountain Bike trail in the county planned for early 2011.
· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. Comeragh Forum has met for a second time. Workgroups set up looking at (1) Information and promotion; (2) Trails development; (3) Funding. To report back to Forum meeting in January.
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website. Looped walks in Nire Valley under consideration.
· Major revamp of tourism and related websites to maximise benefit of social media currently underway
· Currently in the process of developing a programme with the Irish Film Board to promote Waterford as a film location
Food Tourism

· Festival of Food Committee have established a company limited by guarantee to oversee the organisation of future festivals which comprises of representatives from the existing committee, the wider community, elected members and officials of WCC. 
· Date for the 2011 Festival of Food 15th to 17th April.
Economic 

· Minister Batt O’Keeffe launched 4 businesses initiatives in Cappoquin on 22 October.

· Business Space Competition, 9 months free space in Dunhill, Cappoquin, Tallow, Lismore, Dungarvan and at the Innovation Centre at WIT-Closing date 15th November. 

· InterTrade Ireland hosting Go2Market helping business with public sector procurement on 9th and 16th November.

· Food Innovation Competition launched €25,000 price supported by Waterford County Enterprise Board and An Bord Bia Closing Date 15th November.

· Business Support Unit working – linking businesses with functions of County Council.  

· Awaiting result of Dungarvan Smarter Travel bid which was submitted on 30th April.  

· Strategic Plan & Masterplan for Waterford Knowledge Campus advancing. 

B.
Social and Community Development

Pride of Place

· Two entries nominated to represent Co. Waterford in Pride of Place 2010-KGK Community Hall Committee and Kinsalebeg Community Group. Favourable comment received from judging panel. Award ceremony to take place in Trim, Co. Meath on 13th November.
Comhairle na nOg

· 2010 AGM due took place on 15th October in Park Hotel, Dungarvan. 
· 49 young people aged 12 to 18 years attended. Over 30 have expressed an interest in becoming members of Comhairle over the coming months. Issues include Rural transport, facilities for young people, stereotyping, mental health & stress etc.

Rural Transport Programme 2010
· 36 services currently operated weekly across County

· 4 return services on Saturday, Tallow-Lismore-Dungarvan, commenced 2nd. October

· 2 return services on Friday, Tallow-Lismore-Dungarvan, commenced 1st. October

· HSE appear to have withdrawn from looking at potential synergies in transport delivery
· Dept. Transport currently conducting Audit of Rural Transport Programme
· Report on piloted Local Integrated Transport Services, involving Rural Transport, HSE, Bus Eireann currently with Dept. Transport, not yet released
· Investigating potential for service to Ardmore Health Clinic
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
County Library Service

· The Space Hop Summer Reading Challenge. Certificates and prizes to winners of the Space Hop Summer Reading Challenge have now been presented to over 500 children who completed the challenge throughout the county this summer.
· Fas elearning. Classes are continuing in Dungarvan and Tramore and have begun in Lismore for a variety of elearning courses.
· Lismore Library Renovations. Painting has been completed and carpets and blinds fitted. Shelving and electrical work is in progress with plans to reopen during November on target.
· Childrens Book Festival. Over 1,100 children throughout the county took part in Children’s Book Festival 2010. Events include Storyteller Niall de Burca in Dungarvan, Portlaw, Tramore and Cappoquin Libraries. There were table quizzes in Tramore and competitions in each branch for the design of a book cover.
· Dungarvan library . Dungarvan library took part in the “Big Knit” promotion for age action month by providing needles, wool and patterns along with expertise for a knitting for charity event. 
· Archive Service Event.   Joanne Rothwell gave a talk on local genealogy in conjunction with The Return to Deise Festival.
· Reading Groups. All groups throughout the area continued this month with library assistance and there is also a new writers group in Tramore Library.
County Archive Service
· Family History Talk held at 11am on Saturday 23rd October as part of the Return to the Déise events. 

· Family History Course running Cappoquin Community Centre – 4 weeks from 19th October on Tuesday nights 7-8.30pm

· Parish Records now available to researchers on microfilm at the Archive. Booking can be made through the Archive or Dungarvan Library. Information on the parishes available on Archive website and Library website. 
· Lismore Papers – work ongoing on completing listing of account books and financial vouchers. Draft Descriptive List behind schedule will be sent to Chatsworth by end of November.

· Digitised Maps awaiting return of parish and rural district council boundary maps from scanning. 18th century and 1831 maps of Dungarvan returned from scanning and will be put up on Archive pages of website

· New Intranet Training ongoing – individual sessions. Staff from C&E and Finance nearly complete. 

· Continuing with the moving and setting up files on Sharepoint and setting up Non-current Files for F drive

Oifigeach Gaeilge

· Tionól an Fhómhair 2010 took place in Ballyduff Upper from the 15-17 October. Very successful – good attendance at official opening and all other events, including over 200 people at the concert on Saturday night. Lots of pre and post media publicity received. Very positive impact on the Ballyduff community in terms of promoting the use of the Irish language and culture.

· Gradam Gnó na nDéise –scheme for businesses in Dungarvan and West Waterford who promote/use Irish in the course of their business. Re-launched by Ministir Batt O’Keeffee on Friday, 22 Oct on his visit to Cappoquin. Ten business have registered for the scheme/sought assistance with Irish language services to date. 

· Comhlacht Forbartha na nDéise – ongoing attendance at meetings, providing support and assistance, including meeting with consultants on the 20 October to discuss further revisions to a feasibility study on Marine/Coastal opportunities in the Gaeltacht area.
County Arts Office

· Documentary on travel writer Dervla Murphy jointly commissioned by Waterford County Council and Mixed Bag Media to screen at Waterford Film Festival in November. 

· Documentary accepted by Cork International Film Festival 2010. Over 3,000 entries received by the Cork festival and only 300 screenings allocated. The Murphy documentary is only one of four Irish documentaries accepted. 

Additional screening at the Irish Film Institute as part of their Ireland on Sunday season in November. 

· Draft Arts Plan - on next SPC agenda.    

· Riverstown Music Club, Tramore Music, Art & Drama Classes for young people ongoing for Autumn/Winter with Arts Office support.
· Newfoundland/Co. Waterford exhibition ‘Balancing Act’ currently on show in Coastguard Station, Tramore. 

· Old Market House Arts Centre currently showing works by Conleth Gent, Maeve Stafford, Sheelagh Cross plus 20 artists and craft workers from the region in ‘Market 10’.  Series of creative workshops planned in lead up to Christmas.
· Quilting Project with Co. Waterford Travelers Support group ongoing, putting plans in place to exhibit the work during Traveler Awareness Week in December.
· Music Classes at Newport Day Centre, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Dungarvan completed in association with Waterford Healing Arts Trust. This is the only programme in the past 20 years which had 98% attendance of clients from the Centre. 

Heritage
· Comeragh Mountains Project- Training course on heritage in the Comeraghs commenced on Wednesday September 22nd for 8 weeks in Rathgormack Hiking Centre. 36 people applied to attend the course.  A series of guided walks was organised for National Trails Day in Rathgormack on October 3rd and attended by over 70 people. Two of the course presenters led guided walks.

· Signage on Industrial and Natural Heritage of Portlaw. Work in progress on draft text for all three signs to be agreed with committee. 

· Seminar on Demesne Landscapes  took place in Lismore Castle on Thursday 14th October 2010.  Over 120 people attended. The event was profiled in the weekender supplement to the Irish Examiner  and local press.
· Events-  A seaweed seminar and wildlife walk along the Cunnigar were included in the events programme for the Return to the Déise Festival in Dungarvan on October 24th.

· Funding. Application for Heritage Plan projects for 2011   was submitted to the Heritage Council in mid-October. Six projects were applied for; Geological Audit of County Waterford, Habitat Mapping for Tramore Local Area Plan,  Coastal Heritage Course, Heritage Trails for Tramore and Dungarvan, Coastal Audit and Heritage and Biodiversity Week events.

· Talks on the Heritage Officer work programme were given to MA students in WIT on the MA in Arts and Heritage Management and Butlerstown Active Retirement Association. Heritage Officer has been asked by WIT to support  a student placement in heritage.

· Heritage Officer was involved in judging panel on the Community and Voluntary Awards Scheme.

· Report on Comeragh Heritage course presented at Comeragh Forum Meeting .

· Attended presentation on 3D Geological Landscapes INTERREG project by GSI  and seminar on Amenity Trees and Tree Legislation by Tree Council of Ireland.
Biodiversity 

· Further information has been submitted  by  the WIT Mammal Ecology Group for the  Biodiversity and Climate Change project application under INTERREG 3A- Waterford County Council  are  a partner. The project will focus on monitoring of mammal populations for baseline data in habitat mapping and assessing impacts of climate change on habitats and species along with encouraging wider participation by community groups and the general public in wildlife surveying.  A decision is expected in November.

