DRAFT

Emergency Services Report 

Council meeting of 8th March 2010
Fire & Rescue Service

Staff:
Replacement Sub-Officers in Lismore and Kilmacthomas have been appointed. Interviews  took  place last week to fill the consequential fire fighter vacancies and to fill vacancies in Ardmore and Tallow. Garda clearance (now a national process) has just been received on selected recruits for Dungarvan, Dunmore East and Tramore. Medicals have now been arranged for the Dungarvan and Dunmore East recruits.
Stations:
Approval by DoEHLG to complete the purchase of the site and to proceed to tender for the construction of the new Kilmacthomas Fire Station are still awaited.
Vehicles:
Order placed on 26th October 2009 with Browne’s Coachworks, Lisburn, for one new Class B Water Tender in the sum of €301k for delivery in mid 2010.
Health and Safety: 

The new Ancillary Safety Statement for Waterford County Fire and Rescue Service and the national Incident Command System are operating in Waterford County Fire and Rescue Service in a satisfactory. Training arrangements are under preparation in conjunction with the Safety Adviser.
Operational Activity for 2009:

The volume of calls was lower than in 2008 at 1065, an overall decrease of 8%-on 2008. 
A new draft Fire and Emergency Plan under Section 26 of the Fire Services Act 1981 (reserved function) has been prepared and will be put before today’s meeting of Council
Building Control (To end November 2009)

There is a further reduction in 2010 in Fire Safety Certificate applications. SI. No. 351 of 2009 introduced very significant changes to the Building Control regime. Provision is made for Regularisation Certification and with effect from 1st January 2010, buildings must have a Disability Access Certificate before commencement. Four regularisation Cert applications and five DAC applications have been received to date. 
Major Emergency Management:

A refresher training seminar was conducted for key staff on 18th November 2009 as follows:

· Crisis Management Team/WCC Representative(s) to the Local Coordination Centre

· Controller of Operations and/or WCC representative(s) at the On-site Coordination Center

The next internal MEM training event for the Council’s Management Team takes place on 3rd March. 
Civil Defence:
A new Occupational First Aid class of 8 volunteers (full capacity) concluded in Kilmacthomas last week and in January 2010 a class has commenced in Dungarvan for new Auxiliary Fire Service Members. A recruitment drive for Tramore is under way and an ‘Open Night’ will take place on 9th March 2010 to launch a class meeting in a community centre in Council ownership in Riverstown. A core team of about 8 established CD instructors are supporting CD development well at present.
Capt. Michael Hession BE MSc CEng MIEI 

CFO

2nd March 2010
