Environment Department

Council Report December 2010

ECJ Sites Castletown, Ballygunnermore

The works consists of the excavation of construction and demolition waste from the Ballygunner and Castletown wetlands sites.  The waste material is to be removed from the sites and either recovered or disposed of at an appropriately licenced facility.  Approximately 19,633m3 of waste material is to be removed from the Ballygunner site and 28,620 m3 from the Castletown site.  Nine tenders were received for the excavation of construction and demolition waste from two wetlands sites.  Following the assessment of each criteria and the allocation of scores accordingly, it is concluded that the tender of Liffey Developments (Dublin) Ltd., is considered to be the most economically advantageous tender, Total Value €4,115,398 including Vat.

However, we have received a number of queries from unsuccessful tenders and have responded to these.  However one particular contractor, Wills Bros Ltd., have requested that we refer their objection to the Sanctioning Authority for review, which was sent to the DOEHLG on the 30th of November and we are currently awaiting a response to same.

In relation to the compensatory wetlands the monitoring of the birds commenced in March 2010 and will be completed in March 2011.  From the results of  the monitoring undertaken to date we don’t anticipate any issues which would prevent the project commencing, with the issue of tenders scheduled for April 2011 and commencement date of July 2011.  The project will be completed by the end of 2011.

Tramore Landfill

Remediation works are complete.
.
Dungarvan Landfill

A Temporary Leachate System is being monitored on a weekly basis and the results are satisfactory to-date.  

General Enforcement

· 902 environmental complaints (Waste, Air, Litter and Noise) received and investigated to date this year (26/11/2010).  

· 14 Section 55 Notices issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act.

· 2 Section 14 Notices issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act.

· 1 successful prosecution in April 2010 under the Waste Management Act.

· 1 legal proceeding initiated under Waste Management Act in September 2010.

· 3 Warning Letters under Waste & Air Pollution Legislation issued in 2010.

· 25 Abandoned Vehicles Warning Letters issued in 2010.

· 56 Burning of Agricultural Waste Notifications received to date in 2010.

· 45 Temporary Signage Letters issued to date in 2010.

· 7 Waste Determinations assessed in 2010. 
· 3 Certificate of Registrations and 2 Waste Facility Permits granted to date in 2010. A further 
4 applications are under assessment. 
· 87 Litter Fines issued from 01/01/2010 to 01/12/2010
RMCEI Plan

· The 2010 RMCEI Plan (Recommended Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspections) for Waterford County Council was prepared by the Environment Enforcement Section & submitted to the EPA in February 2010.
· The 2009 Enforcement Statistics for Waterford County Council were issued to EPA in February 2010.
· Half-Yearly Statistics on foot of the 2010 RMCEI Plan was issued to EPA in July 2010.
Litter Pollution & Monitoring

Waterford County Council undertakes annual Litter Monitoring and Litter Quantification surveys as part of the National Litter Pollution Monitoring System. This system was set up by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to enable local authorities to manage litter pollution in their areas in a more systematic, streamlined and structured manner.
· 60 Litter Pollution Surveys & 20 Litter Quantification Surveys completed in 2010 in line with DoEHLG recommendations for County Waterford.

· 31 Additional Litter Patrols undertaken by Enforcement Inspectors in summer months (including busy weekends) to enforce Litter Laws.
Waste Facility Permit Sites

20 enforcement inspections undertaken to in 2010 to ensure compliance with existing Waste Facility permits.

Tyre Regulations 

12 Inspections were undertaken to Tyre Outlets and Garages in September and October 2010 to ensure compliance with the Tyre Regulations and to remind retailers/operators of their obligations under the legislation. Reminders were also given to the operators to ensure that all waste tyres were given to authorised collectors only.
WEEE & Batteries Regulations 

WEEE & Battery inspections continued in 2010 to ensure retailers were registered with wither Waterford County Council or WEEE Ireland. 

Section 63 Requests

The Environment Section manages & co-ordinates all Section 63 referrals & Notices issued to Waterford County Council from the EPA. 
In the areas of waste/air/noise:

· 4 referrals issued in 2010 and 4 responses issued to EPA within required timeframe

· 1 Notice issued in 2010 and response issued to EPA within required timeframe.
Solvent & Deco Paints Regulations
· 3 Solvent Certificates issued to Dry Cleaners/Pharmaceutical Companies to date in 2010.
· 6 Deco Paint operators registered to date in 2010. 

· 16 reminder letters issued to car repair operators in 2010.
End- of –Life Vehicles

· End of Life Vehicle Inspections were listed as a priority in the RMCEI 2010 Plan.
· All 3 permit holders written to & visited informing them of the requirement to submit a review prior to the expiry of their permit before the end of 2010. Two Reviews have been submitted thus are currently being assessed (Due for Decision in December 2010)  
· In addition, enforcement proceedings were initiated against 2 unauthorised end-of-life vehicles operators and progress has been made in relation to both operators receiving authorisation. Both operators have applied for Planning Permission – We must await the outcome before proceeding to Waste Permit Application Stage. 

· A Section 63 request was received from the EPA in relation to all ELVs sites was responded to by the Enforcement Section within the required timeframe.

Food Waste Regulations 2009

· Over 300 premises written to in June 2010 outlining their obligations under new Food Waste Regulations. Information leaflet and FAQ also placed on Council website and published in the Environment Notes of Local Press.

· 28 Exemption letters issued to date under Food Waste Regulations.

· Awareness campaign launched in September on foot of  funding received from DoEHLG
· Enforcement Officers to initiate inspections to hotel/restaurant premises over coming weeks to ensure compliance with the regulations. 6 inspections completed to date in the Tramore area.
Extractive Waste Regulations 2009

All known extractive waste sites in County Waterford were mapped and registered on the EPA database in line with the above regulation in 2010. Site Investigations will take place in 2011 to categorise each site in line with the requirements of the regulations 

Derelict Sites

All files reviewed in 2010 & Invoices issued for outstanding monies 
Historic Landfills

Portlaw:

Tier 3 Investigation
· Received funding notification from DoEHLG in August 2010 to proceed with Tier 3 Investigation and preparation of Remediation Plan. 
· The Tier 3 Assessment is currently being prepared in-house and due for submission to EPA/DOEHLG by end of December 2010. 

· Appropriate Assessment & Flood Risk Assessment currently being prepared in-house as part of the Tier 3 project. Additional sampling of adjacent surface & groundwater was also undertaken.

· Final step is to apply to the EPA for a Certificate of Authorisation in 2011 once the Tier 3 & Remediation Plan has been approved.
Lismore:

Exploratory Investigation:

· Exploratory investigation was carried out in-house during September 2010. 
· 8 trial holes carried out within the waste body. Soil, waste & leachate samples taken for analysis- see photos below.

Exploratory Investigation Photographs

	
	

	Trial Hole 1- Upper Level of CA site
	Measuring depth of  Trial Hole

	
	


Trial Hole 5 – Rear of CA Site


             Trial Hole 7 lower Level of CA Site
Tier Two Investigation

· Consultants appointed in October 2010 to undertaken on-site work for the Tier 2 investigation.

· Sampling of adjacent streams & borewells and site survey undertaken by Environment Staff in November 2010.

· Site Investigation work completed by the consultants on 25th November 2010 and the final report is currently being prepared.

· 2 Leachate & Gas Wells installed within the waste body. Waste samples taken for analysis.

· 3 Groundwater wells installed outside the site both up-gradient & down-gradient of the site.

Photos of Site Investigation

	
	

	Installing groundwater borewells up gradient of the site
	Installing groundwater borewells down gradient of the site


Waterford Energy Bureau
· Adamstown Wind Turbine Part 8 Public consultation completed, wind logging device to be installed on 3rd of December subject to weather conditions. Logging device will monitor wind speed for a 6-9 month period.

· Tender document being prepared for Micro Renewable wind turbine installation at Carrigavantry, Filter Station, Tramore. Turbine expected to be installed by end of January 2011. 

· WEB have assisted Waterford Area Partnership in the role out of  the SEI funded “Warmer Homes Scheme” where residence of privately owned dwellings and in receipt of fuel allowance are eligible for free insulation upgrades including cavity wall insulation, attic insulation, CFL lighting and a lagging jacket. 

· Aspects of the WCC Climate Change Strategy being implemented by WEB.

· Energy Efficiency Plan for WCC vacant housing units completed and submitted to the Housing Department.

· Energy Display Certification for both Local Authority Buildings above 1000 M2 completed. Civic Offices Dungarvan received an energy rating of “D2” and MRF received an energy rating of “D2”.

· Biofuel tank and fuel management system installation completed. Environment Department inspector’s vehicle and ten other vehicles are operating biodiesel mixes.

· WCC / WEB have received funding for two INTERREG 4, funded projects. EBIMUND project to examine organic waste and Anaerobic Digestion project potential. RBBD project to assist development of Bioenergy industry in Waterford. Total Project funding approx € 65,000, with 75% coming from INTERREG. 

· WEB community related projects on going including display stands, exhibition attendance, circulation of information on grants, presentations to the general public / community groups.

Dog Control 

Dog Control Statistics

No. Licences issued in 2010 to date :



4717
No. Notices issued under the Control of Dogs Act :

17

No. of Stray dogs :





113
No. of Surrendered dogs :




38
No. of dogs re-homed :




99
No. of dogs re-claimed :




15
No. of dogs put to sleep :




34
Environment Education & Awareness

The EcoCert- Green Business 

During the middle of October and November numerous Businesses were contacted by phone, Email, letter and face to face contact to invite them to EcoCert Seminars. The seminars were also advertised on the newspapers and on WLRFM radio station. Phil Walker from Econcertive was also interviewed on WLRFM on Friday 13th November during Anti-Litter Awareness.
A seminar was held in the Civic Offices Dungarvan on Thursday 11th November at 7:00pm. The seminar was poorly attended -one business attended. A second seminar was held on Wednesday 17th November at 7:00pm in the Civic Offices Tramore and again only two businesses attended. One Business has signed up to EcoCert and three are interested. Promotions on EcoCert were also made under National Enterprise Week from 19th – 26th November in the Bank of Ireland in Dungarvan. See below copy of the EcoCert membership newsletter where Waterford County Council are welcomed as the 4th Local Authority to join.
[image: image1.emf]
Anti-Litter Awareness afternoon with outside WLRFM outside broadcast unit 

The Environment Team took part in an Anti-Litter Awareness Campaign with outside broadcast unit WLR FM in the Plaza Dungarvan Shopping Centre on Saturday 13th November.  

Themes included:

· Anti –Litter Awareness

· Green Schools

· The €coCert  -Environmental Management System for small Businesses 

The afternoon kicked off with Waterford County Hurler Eoin Kelly demonstrating hurling skills and ball games with lots of sport prizes signed by the Brick Walsh and Eoin Kelly. Konor Halpin Children’s Entertainment from Waterford presented 3 half hour Puppet Show’s on Anti Litter Awareness.Clare Fitzgerald from Chowder art made Christmas decorations from recycling material. Clare’s ethos is “Getting little minds to turn Trash to Treasure” which educates children  about the environment and helps stimulate awareness of the potential of recycling.

Radio interviews were held through out the afternoon with the Mayor of Dungarvan Tom O’Higgins and Deputy County Mayor Ger Barron  opening the afternoon. 

Anne Sullivan Education and Awareness Officer acknowledged a grant from the Environment Heritage and Local Government and part funded by Waterford County Council to promote Anti Litter awareness and she said ”Anti-Litter is Cool so bin your litter and don’t be a Fool”

Hans from An Taisce spoke about the Green Schools programme andGreen School Coordinator from St Declan’s Secondary College Kilmacthomas spoke about her experience in the Green School initiative. There are only 8 Secondary schools and 46 National schools involved throughout the County. Caoimhe Kiely and Aoife Kiely both age 8 from Aglish National School listed all their flags and were excited about the Green school programme. Pupils from St Marys National School Dungarvan lit up the afternoon with their Green school song and were supported by their teachers Miss Lee and Miss O’Sullivan. Rathgormack National School performed a Green School Wrap.

Phil Walker introduced the EcoCert initiative for businesses in County Waterford and spoke about savings on utility bills. This initiative is supported by Waterford County Council and the EPA (Environment Protection Agency). Waterford County Council were also supported by the management staff of Dungarvan Shopping Centre and they sponsored the Environmental Awareness Quiz. 

Green Schools Seminar

A Biodiversity Green School Seminar was held in Tramore for Waterford County and City on Thursday 18th November. There are 7 schools in County Waterford involved the Biodiversity flag and all attended.

Waterford County Council Waste Collection Service

There was no refuse collection for week commencing 29th November due to adverse weather conditions (Grey bin week). Due to the lack of manpower and refuse vehicles it is not possible to provide extra collections next week. Therefore all grey bins will only be collected at the next scheduled date as per calendar.
Waterford County Council Advertising Campaign for Waste Collection Service
The following campaign is commencing in December
· Advertise using the Waterford Hurler Michael “the Brick” Walsh
· Dungarvan Shopping Centre advertising on the Plasma screens for 2 months December and January
· Newspaper Articles                                                                               
· Promotional Refuse Competition                                                              

· Focus Signage for display in Atrium                                                      
· Signage on Council Vehicles                                                                
· Radio Adverts with WLRFM                                                                 
· Area Leaflet Drop by general Operatives in areas through out the County

· Branding on Refuse Bins
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