Environment Department

November Council Meeting Report 2010

Enforcement
· Continuing routine inspections under RMCEI Plan (Environment Inspection Plan).  

· 829 environmental complaints received this year. 

· 14 Section 55 Notices issued to date in 2010 under the Waste Management Act. 

· 2 Certificate of Registrations and 2 Waste Facility Permits granted to date in 2010. A further 
5 applications are under assessment. 

· Total No. of Litter Fines issued from 01/01/2010 to 31/10/2010  :  81.
· Supported Gardaí and Area Staff in dealing with illegal bonfires.
Tyre Regulations 

Inspections were undertaken to Tyre Outlets and Garages in September and October to ensure compliance with the Tyre Regulations and to remind retailers/operators of their obligations under the legislation. Reminders were also given to the operators to ensure that all waste tyres were given to authorised collectors only.
Solvent & Deco Paints Regulations

· 3 Solvent Certificates issued to Dry Cleaners/Pharmaceutical Companies to date in 2010.
· 6 Deco Paint operators registered to date in 2010. 

· 16 reminder letters issued in 2010
End- of –Life Vehicles

· End of Life Vehicle Inspections were listed as a priority in the RMCEI 2010 Plan.
· All 3 permit holders written to informing them of the requirement to submit a review prior to the expiry of their permit before the end of 2010. 2 Reviews have been submitted thus far.
· In addition, enforcement proceedings were initiated against 2 unauthorised end-of-life vehicles operators and progress has been made on foot of this in relation to both operators receiving authorisation. 
Food Waste Regulations

· Over 300 premises written to in June 2010 outlining their obligations under new Food Waste Regulations. Information leaflet and FAQ also placed on Council website and published in the Environment Notes of Local Press.

· 28 Exemption letters issued to date under Food Waste Regulations.

· Awareness campaign launched in September on foot of  funding received from DoEHLG
· Enforcement Officers to initiate inspections to hotel/restaurant premises over coming weeks to ensure compliance with the regulations.
Historic Landfills

Portlaw:

· Received funding notification from DoEHLG in August 2010 to proceed with Tier 3 Investigation and preparation of remediation plan. 
· The Tier 3 Assessment is currently being prepared In-House and due for submission to EPA/DOEHLG by end of November 2010.
Lismore:

· Request for tenders issued in August 2010 to undertake with Tier 2 Site Investigation at Lismore historic landfill. Assessment of tenders currently being undertaken.

· Exploratory investigation was carried out in-house during September 2010. 

· Proposals to undertaken Tier 2 Site Investigation in November 2010. Consultants appointed in October 2010 to undertaken on-site work. 
Environment Education & Awareness

[image: image1.jpg]



The EcoCert- Green Business 

The Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Innovation Batt O’Keeffe launched the €coCert Environmental Support and Certification Scheme for Small Businesses in County Waterford on Friday October 14th in the Cappoquin Community Development Company.  Speaking at the launch, Minister O’Keeffe said how important it is to help small business and organisations reduce their day-to-day costs by improving their environmental performance. He said small businesses often don’t have the time or expertise to look for these savings and don’t have the money to pay an expensive consultant to do it for them. He welcomed this initiative for County Waterford and wished it every success.

The EcoCert is supported by the EPA and builds on the Green Business theme where local authorities have a commitment to promoting and supporting ‘green’ business in their area. It is designed to help SME’s businesses and other organisations to simultaneously reduce their costs and improve their environmental performance. 
Details of seminars are as follows: 

Dungarvan: Thursday 11th November at 7:00pm-9:00pm Council Chamber, Civic Offices.
Tramore: Wednesday 17th November at 7:00pm – 9:00pm Conference Room, Civic Offices Tramore,   contact   asullivan@waterfordcoco.ie  or ecocert@waterfordcoco.ie 05822040.
Promotions will also be made under National Enterprise Week from 19th – 26th November.
Green Schools Seminar

County Waterford Green Schools Seminar on Litter and Waste and Energy flag themes was held on the 14th October 2010 in the Council Chamber, Civic Offices Dungarvan. A total of 17 schools attended and 22 teachers attended a very successful evening.

A Biodiversity Green School Seminar is programmed for Waterford County and City on Thursday 18th November in the Tramore conference room. There are 7 schools in County Waterford involved the Biodiversity flag.

Waterford Energy Bureau
· Adamstown Wind Turbine Part 8 Public consultation completed, wind logging device to be installed in November to monitor wind speed for a 6-9 month period. 

· WEB have assisted Waterford Area Partnership in the role out of  the SEI funded “Warmer Homes Scheme” where residence of privately owned dwellings and in receipt of fuel allowance are eligible for free insulation upgrades including cavity wall insulation, attic insulation, CFL lighting and a lagging jacket. 

· Aspects of the WCC Climate Change Strategy being implemented by WEB.

· Energy Efficiency Plan for WCC vacant housing units completed and submitted to the Housing Department.

· Energy Display Certification for both Local Authority Buildings above 1000 M2 completed. Civic Offices Dungarvan received an energy rating of “D2” and MRF received an energy rating of “D2”.

· Biofuel tank and fuel management system installation completed. Environment Department inspector’s vehicle and ten other vehicles are operating biodiesel mixes.

· Funding application submitted to INTERREG for 3 bio-energy projects, which will proceed in 2011 subject to funding.

· WEB community related projects on going including display stands, exhibition attendance, circulation of information on grants, presentations to the general public / community groups.

Dog Control :
Dog Control Statistics

No. Licences issued in 2010 to date :



4717
No. Notices issued under the Control of Dogs Act :

17

No. of Stray dogs :





113
No. of Surrendered dogs :




38
No. of dogs re-homed :




99
No. of dogs re-claimed :




15
No. of dogs put to sleep :




34
Waterford County Council Advertising Campaign for Waste Collection Service.
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