Progress Report - Directorate of Community & Enterprise
December 2010
A.
Economic & Tourism Development 
Tourism 

Waterford as a recreation /activity destination:

· The Sean Kelly Tour of Waterford attracted 4400 cyclists from all over Ireland and abroad and generated an estimated €3.5m for the local economy.

· Work on sign posting the 5 designated permanent Sean Kelly Cycling Routes across the county is complete. Information boards, website and related print material to be added to promote these permanent cycling routes-Design of information boards almost complete. Info boards to be erected early in 2011.

· Feasibility study re provision of Mountain Bike trail in the county planned for early 2011.
· Walking: Substantive hearing on the Kilmacthomas section of the Old Railway line – date of court hearing awaited.
· Comeragh Mountains Project concept advancing. Comeragh Forum has met for a second time. Workgroups set up looking at (1) Information and promotion; (2) Trails development; (3) Funding. To report back to Forum meeting in February.
· Working with Waterford Sports Partnership on developing walks / website. Looped walks in Nire Valley under consideration.
· Major revamp of tourism and related websites to maximise benefit of social media currently underway
· Currently in the process of developing a programme with the Irish Film Board to promote Waterford as a film location
Food Tourism

· Festival of Food Committee have established a company limited by guarantee to oversee the organisation of future festivals which comprises of representatives from the existing committee, the wider community, elected members and officials of WCC. 
· Date for the 2011 Festival of Food 15th to 17th April.
Economic 

· 5 entrants to the Business Space Competition, 9 months free space in Dunhill, Cappoquin, Tallow, Lismore, Dungarvan and at the Innovation Centre. 

· 11 entrants to the Food Innovation Competition launched €25,000 price. 

· 13 projects being considered by Business Support Unit working – linking businesses with functions of County Council.  
· Memorandum of Understanding signed with Mercyhrust College and Waterford County Local Authorities. 
· Strategic Plan & Masterplan for Waterford Knowledge Campus advancing. 

B.
Social and Community Development

Pride of Place

· Two entries nominated to represent Co. Waterford in Pride of Place 2010-KGK Community Hall Committee and Kinsalebeg Community Group. Delegation from both communities as well as Co. Mayor and WCC staff attended Gala Awards Night at Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath.
· Congratulations to KGK Community Hall Committee who were awarded first place in Category C (pop. 500 to 1000).
Comhairle na nOg

· First monthly meeting of the new Comhairle took place in Park hotel, Dungarvan on 22nd November. Comhairle to receive training on Preparing and Making Presentations on December 13th. Currently working on a Youth Services Directory for County Waterford.
Rural Transport Programme 2010
· 42 services currently operated weekly across County

· 70% of services affected, operating reduced service or being cancelled, due to adverse weather conditions over the last 7 days.

· HSE appear to have withdrawn from looking at potential synergies in transport delivery
· Dept. Transport currently conducting Audit of Rural Transport Programme, it is believed that the broad recommendations will include the re-structuring of the Rural Transport Programme. Indications are that Rural Transport Services will not continue as currently operated but will form part of a more integrated public transport service at local level covering rural, school and non-emergency health services. Deise Link has been proactively promoting Waterford County Council in being the lead agency for co-ordinating and managing local transport services.
· Fine Gael recently released Document ‘Reinventing Government’ states We will rationalise and integrate the highly inefficient school transport and HSE non-emergency transport programmes with the Rural Transport Programme (which in 2010 altogether cost the Irish taxpayer €220m) under the National Transport Agency. The NTA will be charged with tendering – on a county by county basis - for new, integrated, local transport services serving patients, school children and the public alike.
· Report on piloted Local Integrated Transport Services, involving Rural Transport, HSE, Bus Eireann currently with Dept. Transport, completed but not yet released by Minister Dempsey.
· Service to Ardmore Health Clinic commenced, operating on Mondays and Thursdays
C.
Arts and Cultural Development 
County Library Service

· Parish Registers: Following the introduction of the first half of the collection in September, we are pleased to announce that the complete set of Parish Registers for the Diocese of Waterford & Lismore is now available on microfilm in Dungarvan Library.  An index has just been published online, providing an alphabetical list of parishes, together with covering dates of the registers in each parish.

· Irish Language Material: All branches received a new selection of Irish language material suitable for all ages, adult and children.

· Tallow Library: On Saturday 20th November Tallow Library celebrated its centenary year with the official opening of the Carnegie Biodiversity Garden Project, a venture between Waterford County Council Library Service, Tallow Community Council, and 6th Class pupils from Scoil Mhuire Primary School.

· Lismore Library: All Restoration work has been completed in the library and wireless systems installed. Normal services resume from Tuesday 7th December with the official reopening taking place on December 14th.

· Tramore Library: Local history presentation to Holy Cross N.S. in conjunction with Joanne Rothwell. Language Exchange weekly classes hosted in Library (French/English). Educate Together primary school registration day hosted Saturday 27th November.

· Dungarvan Library: Talk by librarian on “Film in Waterford” to local historians. New extended storytelling sessions for children with additional volunteers available for sessions. Commencement of new session of FAS classes now providing workshops using new wireless technology and laptops. Photography exhibition by Richard Cutbill on “County Classic Photography.”

County Archive Service
· Family History Talk held at 11am on Saturday 23rd October as part of the Return to the Déise events. 

· Family History Course running Cappoquin Community Centre – 4 weeks from 19th October on Tuesday nights 7-8.30pm

· Parish Records now available to researchers on microfilm at the Archive. Booking can be made through the Archive or Dungarvan Library. Information on the parishes available on Archive website and Library website. 
· Lismore Papers – work ongoing on completing listing of account books and financial vouchers. Draft Descriptive List behind schedule will be sent to Chatsworth by end of November.

· Digitised Maps awaiting return of parish and rural district council boundary maps from scanning. 18th century and 1831 maps of Dungarvan returned from scanning and will be put up on Archive pages of website

· New Intranet Training ongoing – individual sessions. Staff from C&E and Finance nearly complete. 

· Continuing with the moving and setting up files on Sharepoint and setting up Non-current Files for F drive

Oifigeach Gaeilge

· Comhlacht Forbartha na nDéise/Coiste Gaoluinn 2010 – ongoing attendance at meetings.
· Portlaw Heritage Signs and Seán Kelly Mapboards – translation and proofing of Irish language text and maps.

· Translation Services for Sections – work done for Dungarvan Town Council, Roads & Water Services, plus C&E

· Tionól an Fhómhair - post-festival admin and clean-up

County Arts Office
· 'Who is Dervla Murphy' documentary jointly commissioned by Waterford County Council and Mixed Bag Media wins Best Feature Documentary at Waterford Film Festival. Also screened to large audiences at Cork Film Festival and at the Irish Film Institute in November.

· It will be screened on TG4 on 2nd January 2011 as part of their Christmas and New Year schedule.  

· Draft Arts Plan - on next SPC agenda.
Application made to Arts Council for Local Authority Funding 2011.
· Copper Coast Art Group and Tramore Life Drawing Group Christmas exhibition takes place 12th 19th December (rescheduled date) in the Coastguard Station, Tramore. 
· Old Market House Arts Centre currently hosting Christmas Art & Craft exhibition until 23rd December. Well attended crafting workshops have taken place and continue on 8th & 11th December.
· Quilting Project with Co. Waterford Travelers Support group completed. Quilt on show as part of Christmas exhibition in Old Market House. Event held with Dungarvan and County Mayor for Traveler Awareness Week.
·  Music Classes at Newport Day Centre, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Dungarvan completed in association with Waterford Healing Arts Trust. This is the only programme in the past 20 years which had 98% attendance of clients from the Centre. 
Heritage
· Comeragh Mountains Project- Training course on heritage in the Comeraghs was completed on November 10th in Rathgormack Hiking Centre.  Review of course evaluation forms indicated a high level of satisfaction with the course.

· Signage on Industrial and Natural Heritage of Portlaw.  Signs have been designed and text has been translated to Irish. Draft signs to be reviewed by Portlaw Heritage Committee in early December.

· The booklet on Care, Conservation and Recording of Historic Graveyards in Co. Waterford was featured in the Irish Examiner recently. The booklet has been replicated by the Heritage Council on a national basis. 

· Funding. Application for Heritage Plan projects for 2011 was submitted to the Heritage Council in mid-October. Six projects were applied for; Geological Audit of County Waterford, Habitat Mapping for Tramore Local Area Plan,  Coastal Heritage Course, Heritage Trails for Tramore and Dungarvan, Coastal Audit and Heritage and Biodiversity Week events.

· Heritage Officer was involved in judging panel on the Community and Voluntary Awards Scheme.

· A meeting was held with representative of Lismore Tidy Towns to discuss biodiversity project and works by the river. 

Biodiversity 

· Further information has been submitted by  the WIT Mammal Ecology Group for the  Biodiversity and Climate Change project application under INTERREG 3A- Waterford County Council  are  a partner. The project will focus on monitoring of mammal populations for baseline data in habitat mapping and assessing impacts of climate change on habitats and species along with encouraging wider participation by community groups and the general public in wildlife surveying.  A decision is expected in November.

