Free Pre-school Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Scheme
Fact Sheet
· Free preschool place for all children aged 3 years 3 months to 4 years 6 months at 1st September each year.  Note: Children aged 3 years 7 months to 4 years 10 months i.e. born between the 1st March 2005 and 1st June 2006 will be eligible for a free preschool place when the scheme is introduced in January 2010.
· Free preschool place for each child attending sessional services for 3 hours per day, 5 days per week and 38 weeks per year.

· Free preschool place for each child attending part and full time services for 2 hours15 minutes per day, 5 days per week and 50 weeks per year.

· Community Based and Private Services notified to the Health Service Executive (HSE) are eligible to join the free preschool scheme.  Services should apply for entry to the scheme to the Office of the Minister for Children & Youth Affairs (OMCYA).  Services will be contacted directly by OMCYA regarding entry requirements by the end of May 2009. The scheme will commence in January 2010. 
· A capitation of €64.50 per child will be paid to the sessional services operating for 38 weeks per year who have been approved by OMCYA for entry to the scheme.

· A capitation of €48.50 per child will be paid to the part and full time services operating for 50 weeks of the year who have been approved by OMCYA for entry to the scheme.

· In general the Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCE) will be delivered by an appropriately qualified Early Years Leader and Assistant. Early Years Leaders are expected to have a FETAC Level 6 Childcare Supervision Certificate or equivalent or a minimum of a FETAC Level 5 Childcare Certificate building towards the appropriate qualification over time.

Other Developments in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)

· A coordinated implementation plan for Síolta the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education in Ireland is being developed by OMCYA.  Led by OMCYA the implementation of Síolta will be supported by the National Voluntary Childcare Organisations (NVCO’s) and the City & County Childcare Committees (CCC’s).

· The National Council for Curriculum & Assessment (NCCA) has developed a Framework for Early Learning which is a national curriculum framework to support all adults who are involved in promoting children’s learning, well-being and development from birth to six years and this is to be launched in the coming months.

· A Workforce Development Plan for the early childhood care and education sector is also being developed, led by OMCYA. In general the Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCE) will be delivered by an appropriately qualified Early Years Leader and Assistant. Early Years Leaders are expected to have a FETAC Level 6 Childcare Supervision Certificate or equivalent or a minimum of a FETAC Level 5 Childcare Certificate building towards the appropriate qualification over time.

A helpline will be in place with effect from Monday 20th April to answer queries from parents and childcare providers in relation to the operation of the new Scheme.  The number is 1890 30 30 39. 
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