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WATERFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE

APPLICATION FOR LICENSING OF SIGNS, APPLIANCES, STRUCTURES ETC.

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000, SECTION 254

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT  REGULATIONS 2001-2011, PART 17

1. Applicants Name
____________________________________________

Company Name 
____________________________________________

Address

____________________________________________




____________________________________________


Tel No: 

____________________________________________

2. 
Name & Address to which correspondence is to be sent (if different from above)


________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________

2.   Description of proposed structure ____________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

3.    Purpose of proposed structure _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

4.    Location of proposed structure (Townland/Street Name) ____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

5.  
Has planning permission been obtained for the purpose of the sign? If so please give planning reference number __________________________________________________

6.   Duration for which structure is to be maintained ________________________________

7.    If the structure infringes substantially on the footpath, state provision proposed to be made        

             for pedestrian’s ___________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________

Applicants Signature _____________________________

Date


 _____________________________

You will find enclosed:

1. Application form

2. List of fees

3. Copy of relevant section 254, Planning & Development Act 2000

4. Copy of relevant section of Current County Development Plan

5. Frequently Asked questions and signage specifications

6. Exempt advertisement signs as set out in Part 2, Schedule 2, Planning & Development Regulations 2001 – for signs not on, over or along a public road 

The following will have regard to the decision on the grant of a licence:
1. Proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

2. Provisions of the current County Development Plan and any relevant Local Area Plans 

3. Number of structures/signs already in existence at the proposed location.

4. Safety of road users

5. Licences granted under part 1 of the attached list of fees will be subject to an annual renewal fee – payable in January of each year.  

6. It will be the responsibility of the applicant to maintain the sign/structure for the duration of the licence. Should the structure cause an obstruction or become dangerous the planning authority may withdraw the licence and require the licensee to remove the structure at his or her own expense. 

The following should be accompanied with this application:
1. Fully completed application form. 

2. Location map indicating the exact position of the proposed structure. In the case of an advertisement sign you must also indicate the location of the premises to be advertised.

3. Sketch of the proposed structure indicating size, colour, text etc. 

4. Appropriate fee – see attached list of fees.  

Please forward the above to:

Planning Office, Waterford County Council, Civic Offices, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford. 

Please Note:  Signage in the Gaeltacht area shall be in the Irish language 

LICENCE FEES UNDER SECTION 254 OF THE ACT IN RESPECT OF SPECIFIED APPLIANCES, APPARATUS AND STRUCTURES AS AMEMDED BY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT (NO. 2) REGULATIONS, 2002 (S.I. NO. 149 OF 2002)

Part 1

(a) A vending machine or coin operated machine (not being a weighing machine).
€125
(b) A town or landscape map for indicating directions or places.


€25
(c) A hoarding, fence or scaffold (not being a hoarding, fence or scaffold 

bounding a public road).


(i) 
€1,250 for a period of 1 year

(ii) 
€1250 for more than 1 year & €1250 for every extra year or part of year

(ii)
€125 for a period less than 1 year or part of a month







(d) An advertisement structure (other than an advertisement structure 


€630
specified in paragraph (dd))
(dd)  An advertisement structure (being of a fingerpost type not exceeding 

€50

1 metre in length) consisting of a direction sign.
(e) A cable, wire or pipeline (not being a cable for conducting                      
 €25 per 100m length

electricity or domestic  or agricultural purposes or a drain                                   
 or part thereof 

or water pipe



(f) A telephone kiosk or pedestal.






€630
(g) A case, rack, shelf or other appliance, apparatus or structure for 


€125
displaying articles, whether or not for the purpose of advertisement 

or sale in or in connection with any adjacent business premises.

(h) Tables and chairs outside a hotel, restaurant, public house or other 


€125 per table
establishment where food is sold for consumption on the premises.

(i) An advertisement consisting of any text, symbol, emblem, 



€630
model, device or logo.

(j) A pipe or an appliance with a pipe attachment for dispensing air 


€25
or water, not being a pipe or appliance attached to a petrol or oil pump.
(k) A weighing machine.







€63
(l) A bring facility.







€25

(Fees for applications for premises promoting public good will be treated on its merits eg
health centres, church, community hall etc.)
Part 2

(a) A cabinet used as part of a wired broadcast relay system by a person 

€125
licensed under the Wireless Telegraphy (Wired Broadcast Relay

Licence) Regulations, 1974.

(b) A lamp-post.








€25
(c) A bridge, arch, tunnel, passage or other similar structure used or 


€25
intended for use other than by the public and constructed on or after 

1 October1964.










(d) A cellar or other underground structure constructed on or after 


€125
1 October 1964.

(e) A cable for conducting electricity for domestic




€125
or agricultural purposes.
Please note that sign licences are renewable on an annual basis in January 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Do I need planning permission or a licence for my proposed structure, sign etc.?

If the proposed structure/sign is to be positioned on private property and it not classed as exempted development you must apply for planning permission. Please see exempted advertisement signs as set out in Part 2, Schedule 2, Planning & Development Regulations 2001.

If the proposed structure/sign is to be positioned on, over, under or along any public road then you must apply to the planning authority for a licence under section 254 of Planning & Development Act 2000.

2. If I proceed on carrying out my development and do not obtain a licence what will happen? 

You shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable for fines/penalties and/or imprisonment. 

3. I wish to apply for a licence to erect a finger post sign but am not sure about the correct fee?

If the application for the fingerpost sign the fee is €50 per annum. The sign license fee is payable annually on 1st January.  If you are unsure as to the fee please contact the planning office on 058 22057.   
SPECIFICATIONS FOR SIGNS

1. All signs to be manufactured in accordance with current Department of the Environment standards specified for the construction of traffic signs. 

2. Signs shall be of fingerpost type only measuring 1000mm (max length) x 312mm. Where necessary script may be condensed to 70% of its normal width to comply with this length restriction.

3. The basic design will conform to the normal design for traffic signs and will feature white legend, borders, arrows and chevrons on a brown background. The shade of brown recommended in 411 of BS381C ‘middle brown’. 

4. Signs shall be purchased by the owner of the premises to be advertised and shall comply with the foregoing specifications.

5. Signs will not be licences unless the premises to be advertised and the use of such premises for the purpose advertised has been authorised by permission under the planning Acts or unless the premises does not require a grant of planning permission by virtue of the provisions of the Planning Acts or regulations made there under. 

WATERFORD COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 -2017
10.46 Advertising 

All advertisements and advertisement structures, other than those exempted under Part II, Second Schedule of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), shall be the subject of a formal planning application.
Commercial signage and advertising will be limited to commercial built-up areas where it is already a feature. Within towns and villages, the following general policies will apply:

· The size and scale of signs should not conflict with those existing structures in the vicinity;

· Signs will not be permitted if they compete with road signs or otherwise endanger traffic safety;

· Signs attached to buildings are preferable to those on freestanding hoardings;

· Signs should not interfere with windows or other features of the façade or project above the skyline; and

· Signs should not exceed 5.4sqm.

10.47 Fingerpost Signs

All fingerpost signs should be erected in accordance with the following:

1. The signs shall conform to the design as illustrated in Appendix A17;

2. The signs shall be made by a manufacturer approved by the Department of Environment;

3. The signs shall be left in position only for so long as the facility indicated is available or until the expiry of the license, whichever is the shorter;

4. The signs shall be placed on existing Local Authority poles erected in the locations to be agreed with the Area Engineer and Local Authority Planner.  No part of the signs shall be closer than 0.5m to the carriageway edge;

5. Any license shall be limited to 10 years from the date of issue, at which time all signage and support poles shall be dismantled and removed from the site at the operators expense, and the site shall be restored to its natural state at that time, unless a formal application for the extension of the license has been made to, and issued by, the Waterford County Council; and

6. Where, in the opinion of Waterford County Council, by reason of the increase or alteration of traffic on the roads, or of the widening of the roads or any improvement of, or relating to, the roads, the structure/s causes an obstruction or becomes dangerous, the Council may, by notice in writing, withdraw the licence and require the licensee to remove any of the structure/s at their own expense.

10.48 Rural Advertising

No advertising hoardings (billboards) will be permitted in the open countryside. Consideration may be given to the provision of advertising panels at lay-bys outside built up areas, where facilities in these areas can be listed, and the traders can advertise in a fashion that would provide information to passers-by without interference with the amenities of the area. Such signs will not exceed 2.7sqm.  

LICENSING OF APPLIANCES AND CABLES ETC. ON PUBLIC ROADS

SECTION 254, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (Part XVIII)

(1) Subject to subsection (2), a person shall not erect, construct, place or maintain— 

(a) a vending machine,

(b) a town or landscape map for indicating directions or places,

(c) a hoarding, fence or scaffold,

(d) an advertisement structure,

(e) a cable, wire or pipeline,

(f) a telephone kiosk or pedestal, or

(g) any other appliance, apparatus or structure, which may be prescribed as requiring a licence under this section, on, under, over or along a public road save in accordance with a licence granted by a planning authority under this section.

(2) This section shall not apply to the following—

(a) an appliance, apparatus or structure which is authorised in accordance with a planning permission granted under Part III;

(b) a temporary hoarding, fence or scaffold erected in accordance with a condition of planning permission granted under Part III;

(c) the erection, construction, placing or maintenance under a public road of a cable, wire or pipeline by a statutory undertaker.

(3) A person applying for a licence under this section shall furnish to the planning authority such plans and other information concerning the position, design and capacity of the appliance, apparatus or structure as the authority may require.

(4) A licence may be granted under this section by the planning authority for such period and upon such conditions as the authority may specify, including conditions in relation to location and design,

and where in the opinion of the planning authority by reason of the increase or alteration of traffic on the road or of the widening of the road or of any improvement of or relating to the road, the appliance, apparatus or structure causes an obstruction or becomes dangerous, the authority may by notice in writing withdraw the licence and require the licensee to remove the appliance, apparatus or structure at his or her own expense.

(5) In considering an application for a licence under this section a planning authority, or the Board on appeal, shall have regard to—

(a) the proper planning and sustainable development of the area,

(b) any relevant provisions of the development plan, or a local area plan,

(c) the number and location of existing appliances, apparatuses or structures on, under, over or along the public road, and

(d) the convenience and safety of road users including pedestrians.

(6) (a) Any person may, in relation to the granting, refusing, withdrawing or continuing of a licence under this section or to the conditions specified by the planning authority for such a licence, appeal to the Board.

(b) Where an appeal under this section is allowed, the Board shall give such directions with respect to the withdrawing, granting or altering of a licence under this section as may be appropriate, and the planning authority shall comply therewith.

(7) Development carried out in accordance with a licence under this section shall be exempted development for the purposes of this Act.

(8) A person shall not be entitled solely by reason of a licence under this section to erect, construct, place or maintain on, under, over or along a public road any appliance, apparatus or structure.

(9) Subject to subsection (10), any person who—

(a) erects, constructs, places or maintains an appliance, apparatus or structure referred to in subsection (1) on, under, over or along any public road without having a licence under this section to do so,

(b) erects, constructs, places or maintains such an appliance, apparatus or structure on, under, over or along any public road otherwise than in accordance with a licence under this section, or

(c) contravenes any condition subject to which a licence has been granted to him or her under this section, shall be guilty of an offence.

(10) (a) A planning authority may, by virtue of this subsection, itself erect, construct, place or maintain, on, under, over or along a public road any appliance, apparatus or structure referred to in subsection (1), and it shall not be necessary for the planning authority to have a licence under this section.

(b) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as empowering a planning authority to hinder the reasonable use of a public road by the public or any person entitled to use it or as empowering a planning authority to create a nuisance to the owner or occupier of premises adjacent to the public road.

(11) Where a planning authority is not the road authority for the purposes of national or regional roads in its area, it shall not grant a licence under this section in respect of any appliance, apparatus or structure on, under, over or along a national or regional road or erect, construct or place any appliance, apparatus or structure on, under, over or along a national or regional road except after consultation with the authority which is the road authority for those purposes.

Rannóg Pleanála


Comhairle Contae Phort Láirge,


Oifigí Cathartha,


Dún Garbhán


Co. Phort Láirge





Planning Office


Waterford County Council


Civic Offices, Dungarvan


Tel: 058 22057


Fax: 058 45606


E-Mail:  planninginfo@waterfordcoco.ie











