Household Hazardous Waste
Dispose of Your 

Hazardous Waste Correctly
Everything you pour down the drain or  flush down the toilet becomes part of the water cycle
If someone were to drop a poisonous substance into your community's water supply, there would be a public outcry.  

But when you dump a can of paint thinner down the drain or throw out an old car battery in your wheelie bin, no alarms are sounded, no news flashes are issued. Yet, the impact on our environment could be just as disastrous.

What is a Hazardous Material?

There is a list of common household hazardous products on the last page.  Many of these will have labels warning that they are flammable, explosive, toxic, oxidizing, irritant or harmful.

This means that these products require special attention when they are disposed of to avoid environmental pollution.

You are probably storing many of these right now in your shed, garage, bathroom or kitchen. Some, like paint thinner or car batteries, are pretty obvious, but there are many that you might not ordinarily think of such as polishes, insecticides and glues.

First: Reduce the Amount of Hazardous Waste in your Home

The following suggestions can help: 

· Before you buy a product, read the label and make sure that it will do what you want. Once you buy something, you are responsible for disposing of it properly. 

· Do not buy more than you need. That way, you will not need to dispose of the surplus. 

· Read and follow directions on how to use a product and dispose of the container. 

· Use safer substitutes when they are available.  See Recipes below.

All-Purpose Cleaner- 

Add 50 ml household ammonia (available in hardware stores), 50 ml vinegar, 125ml baking soda and 2 L warm water into a bowl and mix.  Use as an all purpose cleaner on floors, surfaces and tiles.

Furniture and floor polish

Polish unvarnished wood with olive, peanut or almond oil or dissolve 1 tbsp of lemon oil in 1 pint of mineral oil

Bleach

Use Borax instead of bleach

Plant Pests

To deter plant pests make a solution of soap and water and spray it on pests and plant leaves.  Another option is to blend two to three very hot peppers, half an onion and a clove of garlic in 4 litres of water.   Boil this mixture and then steep it for two days.  Strain the mixture and use it as a spray for indoor and outdoor plants.

Second: Take Care of the Wastes

Recycling is an excellent way of handling some hazardous wastes.  Some hazardous wastes such as fluorescent tubes can be up to 98% recycled. See below for the Collection Point nearest you. 

"Incinerators" in your home, such as your fireplace or back yard barrel can not get hot enough to destroy hazardous wastes and should never be used to destroy wastes.

HouseHold Hazardous Waste

· Paints, Strippers, Thinners

· Batteries, Fluorescent Tubes

· Weed killer, Insecticides, Fertilizers

· Polishes, Adhesives

· Cleaning agents, Detergents, Bleaches

· Waste Oils

· Old Medicines

End-of Life Electrical Goods
· Televisions, videos

· Radios, Computers

· White Goods

· Printers, fax machines

· Mobile Phones, Chargers

Collection Points

· Tramore Landfill

Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm

Closed for Lunch 1pm-1:30pm

Saturday 10am – 1pm

· Lismore Civic Amenity Site

Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm

Closed for Lunch 1pm-1:30pm

Saturday 9am-12noon

· Dungarvan Landfill

Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm

Closed for Lunch 1pm-1:30pm

Saturday 9am – 1pm

Environment Section
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